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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Minutes from the HH&CGS AGM held on April 26
th

 2018 at The Castle Inn, Hurst. 

Present: Kathy Tuggey (Chair),  Frank and Sheila Whittaker, Keith and Julie Attfield, Jo Penney, Ken 

and Penny Curry, Howard and Janet Larkin, Ted and Betty Smith, Eric and Sue Rockall, David and 

Heather Howarth, Martin and Ann Newman, Mac Stephenson, John Vimpany, Paul Martin, Chris 

Bowman, David and Naomi Bassett, Annette Drake, Suzy Watt. Apologies:  Edwin and Margaret 

Jarvis, Hilary and Eric Reed, Lou Robinson, Wendy Laine, Gavin and Sue Verdin, John Penney, Ann-

Marie Vimpany, Barbara Stephenson, Valerie Bowman. 

Chair`s Report: Kathy welcomed all our members both old and new and was pleased to say that 

membership and interest in the HHS is ever growing with over 250 people on the mailing list and we 

also have good attendance at all our meetings which hopefully will continue for many more years to 

come. She also thanked everyone for the support throughout the year for the various activities 

including the main event which is the August show. 

Kathy reflected on the past year which started with our usual June mini show which last year was 

held by kind permission of our President, Lady Watt at Hurst House. It was a beautiful sunny evening 

where we were able to enjoy each other’s company as well as enjoying some sweet pea exhibits. We 

decided last year to change the balance of the evening and have only one growing class and 

concentrate as well on the Potato in a Bucket weigh-in as we had nearly 30 buckets to tip out and 

weigh. This was won by Hillary Reed who grew 1,010g of spuds which is over 2lbs in old money. The 

competition was hot and she hoped everyone had their spuds going for this year.  

The main show was a success despite the slightly lower number of exhibits in some classes than 

previous years. There were still a healthy 593 total entries with over 150 people entering the show. 

There was again good support for the growing classes but flower entries were lower than previous 

years, possibly due to the growing season. Home industries classes and Children’s were also slightly 

down but good support for the new Shabby Chic class as well as the preserves and cookery section. 

The general scarecrow class was well supported with 9 amusing entries but the number of entries 

did not warrant 2 classes, so we will revert to the 2016 format.  

Despite this, the Show made a surplus of £672 which was fantastic and she hoped that many present 

recalled that we agreed at the September General Meeting that we will discuss a further donation to 

a good cause later in this meeting. This to follow on with the same principle from last year where we 

made a £500 repeat donation to Alexander Devine, the local children’s hospice. Once again, we 

received a delighted letter of appreciation and several of our members have taken the time to visit 

the building of the new hospice. 

We already have a draft schedule for 2018 which contains a good balance of classic growing classes 

and a blend of creative home industries classes which we hope will be suitable for most cooks, 

photographers and flower arrangers and anyone with an interest in taking part. 

Kathy was sure many had read the extensive information on the Hurst Show web site and there are 

few shows of our size with such a professional and informative web site. She thanked in particular 

Keith Attfield for designing and maintaining this and for updating information as we go along to keep 
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it current. Keith will shortly be uploading the 2018 schedule, ahead of circulating to all households in 

the village, as per previous years. Kathy assured everyone we are taking the forthcoming new Data 

Protection Act seriously and will be preparing a policy appropriate to our society and show situation. 

Once again Kathy thanked the many people who give their time so generously to both the society 

and the planning of the show. The success of the various events is entirely down to these people 

who help to plan the events, set up and then take down equipment after these events. She also 

formally thanked the many sponsors who support the show and help to cover the cost of the 

schedule, the Clayden family for the use of the field and our judges. She hoped that we can continue 

to look forward to all being part of an active society where the main focus is the August Show.  

Finally Kathy wanted to let everyone know she will be stepping down at this AGM and not standing 

again as Chairman. This has been a difficult decision but due to her family situation she had decided 

she needed to concentrate on supporting her mother who is unwell. She still planned to be part of 

the society but mainly as an exhibitor for the time being. She thanked everyone for their support 

during the time she had been Chairman. 

Treasurer`s Report: Ann distributed the Society`s Statement of Accounts for the year ending March 

31
st

 2018. She explained that the 2017 main show had generated a surplus of £672 compared with 

£947 the previous year and the Society had a total of £8,213.22 in the bank accounts compared with 

£7,859 at this time last year. 

Election of Officers: Kathy stated that all committee posts were up for re-election as per our 

constitution and anyone wishing to put their name forward was encouraged to do so, as was stated 

in a general email sent out by Frank well in advance of the meeting. 

The election took place and as Kathy had resigned as Chairman, Frank dealt with this process, the 

results were as follows: 

Keith Attfield – Chairman, Ann Newman – Treasurer, Frank Whittaker – Secretary, Janet Larkin – 

Horticultural Secretary, Julie Attfield – Home Industries Secretary, Ken Curry – Field Manager, Paul 

Martin – Show Entry and Results Co-ordinator, Heather Howarth – new committee member. 

Keith made the point that whilst he is prepared to be Chairman for this year we should seek some 

new blood for next year in this role. Frank explained that the role of Vice-Chairman only involved 

taking the chair when the Chairman was not able to attend meetings and because any person from 

the committee could do this, in practice a straight replacement was not necessary. 

Keith and a number of people present thanked Kathy for her dedicated commitment and 

chairmanship of the society and wished her well in caring for her mother. 

Questions: Sheila stated that she was still one of the society`s cheque signatories which was 

acknowledged to be contrary to our constitution. As it was such a difficult administration process to 

change signatories and our bank was satisfied with the current arrangements, it was agreed that 

whilst not urgent, this needs to be changed in due course. 

Kathy closed the meeting and immediately opened a Planning and General Meeting. 


