
HURST HORTICULTURAL & COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Minutes from the AGM held on April 9
th

 2019 at The Castle Inn, Hurst 

Present: Keith Attfield (chair), Julie Attfield, Ken Curry, Kathy Tuggey, Frank and Sheila Whittaker, 

Howard and Janet Larkin, Betty Smith, David and Heather Howarth, Martin and Ann Newman,  

Edwin and Margaret Jarvis, Hilary Reed. 

 Apologies: Naomi and David Bassett, Annette Drake, Eric and Sue Rockall, Mac and Barbara 

Stephenson, John and Jo Penney, Penny Curry, Eric Reed, Ted Smith. 

Chair`s Report: 

The Society's two main activities in 2018 were the mini show on 3 July and the main show on the 18 

August, and I'm very pleased to say that both were a big success thanks to the help and support of a 

large number of people.  I think we can all feel proud of our achievements. 

Suzy Watt once again generously opened her home as the venue for the mini-show which was not 

only a great social event but also hosted both our sweet pea and infamous potato-in-a-bucket 

competitions.  I'm very pleased to say that Suzy has agreed to host the mini-show again this year.  

Without exception everybody I asked said the main show on 18 August was very successful and 

there were particularly favourable comments about the band.  People even went out of their way to 

come and tell me this on the day.  We also sold out of beer even though we ordered 50% more than 

last year which is a tribute to Martin Newman's great organisation. 

Home Industries classes organised by Julie Attfield and her team were as popular as ever and the 

judges again remarked that the standard is very high for a relatively small village show. 

Entries in the Horticultural classes organised by Janet Larkin were down but this is understandable 

given the very hot and dry conditions preceding the show. However we were not alone as the 

horticultural entries of other local shows I visited last summer were also badly hit, with some much 

worse than ourselves.   

The new show layout worked well and thanks to Ken and Penny Curry who spent a lot of time and 

effort getting it right.  I particularly appreciated the shortened prize giving and thanks to Paul Martin 

for that. 

The same band is booked for this year's show and they've told me they are looking forward to 

returning. 

We had some local publicity thanks to Mac Stephenson, as well as more show posters compared to 

last year, and thanks to Eric Rockall and David Howarth for help putting them up.  However I feel we 

still need more impact and so I'm looking for ideas.  This is particularly as we compete with the 

Twyford Fete which is held on the same day. 

The well managed car park made a huge difference to the show and thanks again to Eric and David.  

However I am conscious that they have little time to enjoy the show themselves so hope we can find 

a way to rectify this.  We are very grateful to Penny Claydon for generously allowing us to use her 

field, and to William, the horse, for vacating it during the show.  We gave Penny Claydon a bouquet 

of flowers and Sue Scorer, William's owner, a box of chocolates to say thank you. 



Sadly after many years Ted Smith is giving up his important role of welcoming show visitors and 

taking their entry fees.  He's done a great job and I would like to thank him on behalf of the whole 

Society.  However, I am pleased to say that he will continue to judge the egg class. 

We had one cut finger needing the attention of our emergency medical service  provided free by Bob 

Nugent.  The circumstances of the injury were reviewed and we agreed that there was nothing we 

could learn from the incident to help prevent it happening in future.  Also Bob has kindly confirmed 

he will provide cover again this year. 

The main show also made a financial surplus which I am pleased to say enables us to make another 

donation to a local charity.  At which point I must thank Ann Newman for being a most efficient 

treasurer and who will present some financial details next. 

Needless to say the other person who is key to the society and the show is our secretary, Frank 

Whittaker and I thank him on behalf of us all. 

Finally, I would like to thank everybody for their personal support to me as chair. 

Treasurer`s Report: Ann distributed copies of the Society`s Statement of Accounts for year ending 

31
st

 March 2019. 

Ann informed the meeting the 2018 main show had generated a surplus of £837 compared with 

£672 the previous year and the Society had a total of £8159.32 in the bank accounts compared with 

£8,213.22 at this time last year.  She concluded by stating the finances continue to be in good health. 

Keith thanked Ann for the efficient way in which she had conducted the Society`s finances. 

Election of Officers: Keith stated that all committee posts were up for re-election as per our 

constitution and anyone wishing to put their names forward, or those of others was encouraged to 

do so as was stated in the general email sent out by Frank well in advance of this meeting. 

A list of current committee posts was circulated and Frank confirmed that all current incumbents 

had informed him that each was willing to stand again. There were no more nominations and 

Howard proposed that the committee be re-elected en bloc which was seconded by Kathy. Keith 

asked for a show of hands and this was passed unanimously. 

Sheila said that she was still a cheque signatory which had remained since she was originally elected 

as joint secretary with Frank. As it was such an exhaustive administrative task to change signatories 

with the bank, this issue had been discussed with the bank with the bank`s acceptance for her to 

continue to be one of two signatories (the other being Ann Newman, treasurer). Keith proposed and 

Ken seconded that Sheila should remain joint secretary with Frank, this was passed unanimously. 

The 2019 committee comprises: Keith Attfield – Chairman, Ann Newman – Treasurer, Frank & Sheila 

Whittaker – Joint Secretaries, Janet Larkin – Horticultural Secretary, Julie Attfield – Home Industries 

Secretary, Ken Curry – Field Manager, Paul Martin – Show Entry and Results Co-ordinator, Heather 

Howarth – committee member. 

Questions: There were no questions so Keith closed the meeting and immediately opened a 

Planning and General Meeting. 


